














Refuge Stewardship -
Remedial Restoration

Greg Norwood, Wildlife Biologist

Many Refuge lands degraded by human activities. These
lands require a significant initial investment in restoration
from previous farming, grazing, pollution and colonization of
aggressive non-native species. Land does not simply restore
itself to ecosystem health after generations of intensive
agriculture and surrounding urbanization. Restoring farmland
in southeast Michigan to forest habitat is challenging because
of the lack of an adjacent seed source and altered hydrology
that discourages certain native species. Wetland restoration
on agricultural lands requires removing drainage tiles and
reconstructing how water moves across the land. Historical
agricultural practices limited biodiversity to maximize crop
yields. This is the polar opposite of the purpose of managing
Refuge habitat, which is intended to maximize the number
of species, interactions among them and the environment,
while promoting essential services people need such as

water infiltration and nutrient uptake. This restoration

work involves reintroducing native plant species through
seeding, incorporating prescribed fire, restoring hydrology,
and eliminating non-native species to restore diverse fish and
wildlife populations and habitats. Orchestrating these actions
for the most effective results is the science and practice of
ecological restoration, called for in our Comprehensive
Conservation Plan. Sometimes restoration to a desired future
state can take decades or more.

Phragmites management continues to be a priority with
herbicide treatments conducted within Humbug Marsh,
Strong, Ford Marsh (through partnership with the Michigan
DNR) and Brancheau units in September and October 2012.
A 212-acre prescribed fire was conducted at the Strong Unit
in May and all of the treated Phragmites at the Plum Creek
Bay Unit was mowed this year. Phragmites was also mowed
at the Fix Unit to better provide access to fire fighters for a
planned prescribed burn in early 2013. Prescribed fires are
also planned for Humbug Marsh and Brancheau units next
year.

Finally, the uplands of Humbug Marsh have been prioritized
for restoration to link habitat creation completed at the
Refuge Gateway in 2012, with the help of volunteer Dick
Skoglund and the Greening of Detroit crew. This includes
removal of aggressive non-native understory shrubs north of
the Handler Drain and removal of over 130 European black
alders that have degraded habitats for native species, like blue-
joint grasses. Refuge staft and volunteers have also collected
local native plant seed to re-introduce in areas where light
levels are now more favorable for growth and survival. Please
come and visit Humbug Marsh next year and see the return of
native species.

Quality wildlife habitat restored after Phragmites management
at Plum Creek Bay Unit. The plant “infrastructure” is adapted to
the seasonally inundated clay soils and provides diverse nectar for
insects, cover for mammals, and is adjacent to numerous wetland
habitats for species like soras, virginia rails, muskrat and mink.

Newly emerged native plants after Phragmites management at
the Strong Unit showing bluejoint grass, reed canary grass, sedges,
and wildflowers next to an old beach ridge of swamp white oaks,
so critical in maintaining a diverse range of wildlife species.
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Hunting in the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge

Steve Dushane, Assistant Refuge Manager

It’s been a long time coming, but in September, hunters were
finally able to “take to the field” hunting on areas of the Detroit
River International Wildlife Refuge. Hunting is designated as
a priority public use of the National Wildlife Refuge System
and the refuge is very proud to finally offer this recreational
opportunity to the public.

Hunting opportunities are currently being offered on seven
management units of the refuge. Humbug Island, Calf Island,
Sugar Island, Strong, and Fix are all open to big game, small
game and migratory bird hunting in accordance with state and
refuge regulations. A portion of the Plum Creek Bay unit is open
to migratory bird hunting only and only has access by boat. The
diked portion of the Brancheau Unit is opened to migratory
bird hunting and is managed in cooperation with the Michigan
DNR out of the Pointe Mouillee State Game Area (PMSGA).
Hunting at this unit is on Sunday and Wednesday mornings
only and a lottery drawn permit obtained at the PMSGA
headquarters is required.

Open water areas around Mud Island, Grassy Island, Humbug
Island, CalfIsland, Sugar Island, the Strong Unit and the
Brancheau Unit are all currently open to migratory bird

hunting as well. Hunting from the dikes around the Strong and
Brancheau Units is prohibited. There is no hunting allowed on
the mainland portion (Jefferson Avenue to the Detroit River) of
the Humbug Marsh Unit.

The Refuge Hunting Map and Regulations brochure is

available at the refuge office in Grosse Ile, as well as the hunter
information kiosks at the Brancheau, Strong and Fix Units of the
refuge.

1st ducks at Brancheau Unit/Photo: J. Robison

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Updated program information can be found at

www.iwralliance.org and www.fws.gov/refuge/detroit_river

Saturday, January 26 « (2) Tours Available
Eagle Tour

Registration Required « Watch for announcement

Friday, February 1

World Wetlands Day

Wednesday, February 20 « 6-8pm
Stewardship Volunteer Workshop

Westfield Center, Trenton, MI
Doors open 5:30 — Registration Required

Wednesday, March 13 « 6-8pm
Outreach Volunteer Workshop

Location TBA
Doors open 5:30 — Registration Required

Sunday, April 21 « 1-4pm
Humbug Marsh Open House
Earth Day In The Refuge

Saturday, May 11 « TBA
Humbug Marsh Open House
International Migratory Bird Day Gelebration

Saturday, May 18 « TBA
8th Annual Benefit Dinner

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House

Tuesday, May 21 « 4-8pm
Humbug Marsh Open House

Saturday, June 1 « 11am-2pm

Humbug Marsh Open House
National Trails Day

Saturday, June 8 « TBA

Free Fishing Day In Millican State Park

Tuesday, June 18 « 6-8pm
Outreach Volunteer Workshop

Westfield Center, Trenton, MI
Doors open 5:30 — Registration Required

Thursday, June 20 « 4-8pm
Humbug Marsh Open House




PIGK A HISH!

We're getting close to our target goal with just

a few weeks left to have funding committed for
the Boardwalk, School Ship Dock and World-
Class Fishing Pier to be built at the Detroit
River International Wildlife Refuge!

But, we still need your help! If you've been

meaning to make a contribution, now’s the time.

The PICK a FISH campaign has begun -

twenty benches will be located throughout the

775’ boardwalk and 225’ fishing pier. Perhaps

your family or business would like to sponsor a o s s e R 4
bench with a $2,500 donation - then, L R SR O S MY B M e S e RT S n SR S ST

PICK a FISH!

Each bench location will be identified by a fish
species you just might catch while visiting the
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge in
Trenton, MI.

Only S Benches left!
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